
Winter is only a couple weeks 
away, you would  not know it by 
the weather, but we are  bound 
to have some winter driving con-
ditions soon. 

 - - Are you Ready? - - 

Tips for Winter Driving 
1. Be able to see and be seen! Clean 

all the snow, ice, and frost from 
mirrors, windows, lights, and re-
flectors. Make sure your vehicle 
is equipped with good wiper 
blades. If moisture or ice builds 
up on the inside or outside of your 
windshield, stop and clean it off. 

2. Tires with good deep treads are 
essential for good cornering and 
handling on slippery roads. Check 
the air pressure frequently to 
maintain the manufacturer’s rec-
ommended pressure. 

3. Get the feel of the road. Occa-
sionally try the brakes or gently 
depress the accelerator while 
driving. Adjust your speed for the 
condition of the road. Remember 
that rising temperatures can 
make the road more slippery. 

4. Stretch your following distance. 
Road conditions can increase stop-
ping distance by up to 10 or 12 
times. Of course a truck will take 
a longer distance than a car so 
don’t tailgate! 

5. Brake before curves. All vehicles 

are particularly sensitive to 
overpowering, oversteering, and 
overbraking on curves. Unseen 
hazards around the bend may 
require an evasive action, turn 
the wheel slowly, keep a constant 
speed, and pump the brakes 
carefully if it is necessary to 
slow down or stop. 

6. Pump your brakes. The key to 
stopping under control on slip-
pery surfaces is to avoid locking 
the wheels. The anti-lock brakes 
on many vehicles today “pump” 
the brakes for you so you don’t 
have too. If you do not have the 
ABS on your vehicle, pumping the 
brakes will alternately provide 
braking and rolling that will en-
able you to maintain control. 

7. Use proper lights. See and be 
seen! In low light conditions, 
don’t use parking lights. They 
may be deceiving to on-coming 
traffic as to your location. It is 
better to use headlights. Keep 
the headlights and taillights 
clean. 

_________________________________ 

The National Safety Council 
“Injury Facts” 2001 edition was 
recently published. You are still 
most likely to be killed in your per-
sonal vehicle away from work. 
Share the above information with 
all the driving members of your 
family! 

Year End Notes! 

SPECIAL POINTS 
OF INTEREST:  

• Winter driving 
tips 

• For what it is 
worth!  When 
your were born 
everyone around 
you was smiling 
and you were 
crying. Live your 
life so that 
when you die you 
are smiling and 
everyone around 
you is crying! 
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There will be new 
OSHA forms for re-
cording injuries as of 
January 2002.  If you 
never have any re-
cordable injuries it is 
no big deal!  

Merry 
Christmas! 

May God Bless 
Us One and 

All! 
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Please maintain a 
copy of this news-
letter for future 
reference, 
 
If you have any 
comments or sug-
gestions about this 
or other safety 
related topics, 
please contact 
Terry Jones or me. 
Contact Terry by 
calling (502) 396-
8719. 
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Winter 
Driving 

A Christmas Poem 
By Robert Stone 

 
It’s Christmas time at MSHA. 

Seasons Greetings and Good Cheer. 
But before we start to celebrate, 

Bring the Code of Federal Regulations here. 
 

If you trim the tree, before you start, 
Safety Glasses must be worn. 

And if you first step back to study it, 
You must first activate a horn. 

 
Forget the pretty colored lights, 
That have decorated for so long, 

They checked the cord and pointed out, 
The plug ain’t got the prong. 

 
Forget that sprig of mistletoe, 
You know what all feds said, 

You can’t suspend a hanging load, 
Over another person’s head. 

 
Forget the hanging of the holly, 

With greenery every place, 
Your ladder will not pass the test, 

Too narrow at the base. 
 

Don’t light that Christmas candle. 
Do it, and you’re to blame. 
Grab a fire extinguisher, 
and kill that open flame. 

 
And if you get a present, 
One that is sure to please, 

Remember not to lift it with your back, 
You must lift if bending knees. 

 
And if the tree is taller than your head, 

On limbs where ornaments sat, 
Remember if you pass there near, 

You’ll need a good hard hat. 
 
 
 

 
In fact as danger lurks here, 

It wouldn’t be too hard, 
Surround the tree with wire mesh, 

And make a sturdy guard. 
 

Forget hanging your stocking, 
That practice has to go. 

It will not pass inspection, 
Without the required steel toe. 

 
Forget the Christmas cards you get, 

That practice too will stop. 
Citations are all that come, 

From their little, keen lap tops. 
 

Scrooge didn’t learn his lesson, 
He got worse I now lament. 
He took a job with MSHA, 

Inspecting for the government. 
 

The feds gathered for a meeting. 
And from Christmas all refrained. 
They decided it was in violation, 
‘Cause no one had been trained. 

 
Santa got an S and S, 

For citations on his sleigh. 
He protested that it was stupid, 

Then U.S. Marshalls took him away. 
 

The reindeer all were grounded, 
Each given a healthy fine. 
Even Rudolph was included, 

For having a harness with no safety line. 
 

The elves left for other work, 
The toy shop closed you see. 

Mrs. Claus was forced to do it, 
When she forgot to file her quarterly. 

 
So kiddies forget about being good, 

But just remember this, 
Santa’s been replaced by Uncle Sam, 

And you don’t want on his list! 




