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America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we 

falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we de-
stroyed ourselves.  - -  Abraham Lincoln 

Something to Think About!! 

NTSB Press Release 
National Transportation Safety 
Board—Office of Public Affairs 

 

NTSB'S Most Wanted List Identifies Top Ten 
Transportation Challenges For 2013 

NOVEMBER 14, 2012 

 

WASHINGTON - The National Transportation Safety 
Board today released its 2013 Most Wanted List, with six 
of the ten issues focusing on highway travel where most 
transportation fatalities take place and includes the 
number one killer on the list: substance-impaired driv-
ing. 
The new annual list of the independent federal safety 
agency's top advocacy priorities calls for ending distrac-
tion in all modes of transportation. Distraction was the 
cause of multiple accidents investigated by the agency in 

 

recent years, and its deadly effects will only continue to 
grow as a national safety threat. 
"Transportation is safer than ever, but with 35,000 an-
nual fatalities and hundreds of thousands of injuries, we 
can, and must, do better," said NTSB Chairman Deborah 
A.P. Hersman. "The Most Wanted List is a roadmap to 
improving safety for all of our nation's travelers." 
The list covers all transportation modes. There are six 
new issue areas — distraction, fire safety, infrastructure 
integrity, pipeline safety, positive train control and motor 
vehicle collision avoidance technologies. 
"We're releasing the list now so it is available to policy-
makers at the state and federal levels as well as industry 
groups as they craft their priorities for 2013," Hersman 
said. "We want to highlight the results of our investiga-
tions and ensure that safety has a seat at the table when 
decisions are made." 
The NTSB's 2013 Most Wanted List of transportation pri-
orities includes: 

Improve Safety of Airport Surface Operations 

Preserve the Integrity of Transportation Infrastructure 

Enhance Pipeline Safety 

Implement Positive Train Control Systems 

Eliminate Substance-Impaired Driving 

Improve the Safety of Bus Operations 

Eliminate Distraction in Transportation 

Improve Fire Safety in Transportation 

Improve General Aviation Safety 

Mandate Motor Vehicle Collision Avoidance Technologies 

 
At this point you may be scratching your head wondering 
what is the point. A closer look at two of these topics that 
follow on the back page and you should readily identify 
them as topics that have been covered in this venue previ-
ously: Substance abuse and Distracted drivers. In spite of 
the efforts to curb accidents, injuries and deaths from 
these causes for many years, they still continue to be the 
leading contributors to vehicular collisions. Distracted 
driving incidents are increasing. 

 

Be careful and watch out for the other guy!! 
 

In the Winter 2013 issue of  the National 
Safety Council  “Focus on Drive” newslet-
ter, the top 10 issues that the National 
Transportation Safety Board identified as 
being the focus of their advocacy efforts 
were listed and detailed. Two of the issues 
directly apply to our day to day operations 
and one was of interest as it may effect our 
operations in the future. The following are 
excerpts from the NSC Newsletter. For ad-
ditional details, go to: www.ntsb.gov/safety/
mwl.html 

Have a safe February!!                                

And Happy Valentines Day!! 

http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl1_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl6_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl7_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl8_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl9_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl2_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl3_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl4_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl5_2012.html
http://www.ntsb.gov/safety/mwl10_2012.html
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We are on the web We are on the web 
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Safety is never an accident: it is 

always the result of high inten-

tion, sincere effort, intelligent di-

rection and skilled execution! It 

represents the wise choice of 

many alternatives!! 
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ELIMINATE DISTRACTION IN TRANSPORTATION 

 

W h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e ?  
 

Over the past 10 years, the NTSB has investigated numerous acci-
dents that have demonstrated time and again the danger of using 
portable electronic devices while operating a vehicle, plane, train, 
or vessel. Talking hands-free on a cell phone led to a seasoned 
motorcoach driver colliding with a bridge in Alexandria, Virginia, in 
November 2004. Pilots overflew their destination, Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport, by 100 miles in October 2009 because 
they were distracted by their laptops. In September 2008, an engi-
neer ignored a red signal while texting, resulting in a head-on colli-
sion near Chatsworth, California, and 25 deaths. Two years later, in 
July 2010, a tugboat operator in the Delaware River in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, was paying more attention to his phone and 
laptop than to his job, which resulted in the tugboat/barge combi-
nation colliding with a passenger vessel and killing two tourists. 
The use of portable electronic devices in transportation has led to 
an increased number of crashes and an increased number of 
deaths. 
 

ELIMINATE SUBSTANCE– IMPAIRED DRIVING 

 

W h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e ?  
 

For more than 30 years, we have known that the consequences of 
drinking and driving are deadly. In fact, for the last 15 years, one-
third of highway deaths have involved an alcohol-impaired driver. 
People impaired by alcohol are at a substantially greater risk of 
being involved in a traffic crash, and those crashes frequently re-
sult in injuries or deaths. Impairment does not start when a per-

son's blood alcohol concentration reaches 0.08 percent; it begins 
with that first drink. 
Impaired driving is not just about alcohol. Drugs can also affect your 
driving ability. Illegal, prescription, or over-the-counter drugs can 
have impairing side effects. This problem is all the more frightening 
because drugs can affect each person differently. 
 
MANDATE MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISION AVOIDANCE 

TECHNOLOGIES 

W h a t  i s  t h e  i s s u e ?  
 

Regardless of a driver's skills, sudden changes by other drivers and 
changes in vehicle controllability pose significant safety risks. For 
unaware drivers, the consequences can be deadly. Some of the 
most deadly accident circumstances involve rear-end collisions, run-
off-the road, loss of control, speeding, and out-of-adjustment 
brakes—which are often not under the control of a single person. In 
June 2009, a truck driver did not react to the queue of slowing and 
stopped vehicles ahead and collided with 6 passenger vehicles in 
Miami, Oklahoma, because of fatigue. If a driver receives warnings 
of an imminent collision, he or she may be able to bring the vehicle 
to a safe and controlled stop. 
 
Technology within our vehicles has come a long way in the recent past. I 
don’t have a crystal ball to see the future of technology, but I can imag-
ine what government regulators will be requiring if some other means is 
not found to curb these collisions. We can all contribute to a reduction 
in distracted driving and substance abuse problems if we always keep 
all of our attention on the driving task while behind the wheel. 

Have a Safe and Healthy February! 
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