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We start a new year in less than a month and I would like to 

hear your suggestions for a slogan for 2015! 

Something to Think About!! 

Recently, Nashville mixer operator Jarell 

Chatman, reported for work like any other day. He went 

to his locker, put his Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE) on, did his pre-trip inspection on his truck and 

went to work hauling concrete for the day.  In Tennes-

see, PPE (Hard Hats, Safety Glasses and High-Viz vests) 

is required at all times. 

  After hauling concrete for most of the morn-

ing, Jarell had a few minutes between loads.  He took 

that opportunity to wash on his mixer.  He moved to-

ward the top of the mixer with truck wash in a bucket 

and grabbed his hand brush. He put the bucket on the 

platform around the hopper of his mixer and climbed up 

the ladder to wash the top part of the mixer. 

 As he finished, he put the brush back in the 

bucket, moved it over beside the ladder, turned around 

and started his descent back down the ladder. As he put 

his foot on the first step down on the ladder, he slipped, 

lost his hold on the mixer falling to the concrete grab-

bing at his truck on the way down. 

His hard hat slid behind his head and hit the 

concrete cradling his head as it landed, saving it from 

making contact with the concrete. He was transported 

to the Emergency Room by his plant manager.  After 

being fully evaluated for head trauma, Jarrell was re-

leased that day, with no injuries to his head.  His hard 

hat saved him from a potential concussion, coma or 

even death. 

 Jarell stated, “This hard hat saved my life, 

and it will never stay too far from me. “ I will keep it 

forever.”  In a short interview with Jarell a few months 

later, he said to me, “thank you for enforcing a PPE 

program and looking out for everyone’s safety.   You 

never know when they can save your life.” 

“Jarrell is an important part of the imi family 

and had he not been wearing his hard hat, he may not 

have survived the fall,” said imi Tennessee Vice presi-

dent Tonya Alexander. “ We come to work everyday as 

a parent , a spouse, a brother or a sister to someone 

who is counting on us.  Imagine how Jarrell’s family life 

would have changed had there been a different out-

come.” 

Narrative provided by Heather Scott, EHS Manager—

Tennessee 

What is personal protective equipment? 

Personal protective equipment, commonly 

referred to as "PPE", is equipment worn to mini-

mize exposure to serious workplace injuries and 
illnesses. These injuries and illnesses may result 

 

Importance of PPE 
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This is Jarrell Chatman from Tennessee. 

He has a great safety story for us all. 
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Safety is never an accident: it is 

always the result of high inten-

tion, sincere effort, intelligent di-

rection and skilled execution! It 

represents the wise choice of 

many alternatives!! 
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from contact with chemical, radiologi-

cal, physical, electrical, mechanical, or 
other workplace hazards. Personal pro-

tective equipment may include items 
such as gloves, safety glasses and 

shoes, earplugs or muffs, hard hats, 

respirators, or coveralls, vests and full 
body suits. Thankfully, most of this 

equipment is not a requirement for our 
daily work activities. But the items that 

are required (hardhat, safety glasses, 
hi-viz clothing and work boots) have 

been determined to be important to 

insure your safety. 

Federal guidelines for PPE use say 
that employers must take measures 

through engineering or administrative 

means to minimize the use of PPE. 
But not all hazards can be elimi-

nated through engineering and 
when that is the case, PPE is re-

quired. 

There was a recent report 
from New Jersey that a contractor 
delivering goods to a job site was 
fatally struck in the head by a one 
pound tape measure that had 
been dropped from 50 stories up. 
The tape measure ricocheted off of 

equipment and hit the man, who was 
not wearing a hardhat. I would guess 
that the man did not recognize that 
there was any overhead hazard and 
as a result he lost his life.  

Proper use of personal pro-
tective equipment 

All personal protective equip-

ment should be of safe design and 

construction, and should be main-
tained in a clean and reliable fashion. 

It should fit well and be comfortable 

to wear, that encourages worker use. 
If the personal protective equipment 

does not fit properly, it can make the 
difference between being safely cov-

ered or dangerously exposed. When 

engineering, 
work practice, 

and adminis-
trative con-

trols are not 
feasible or do 

not provide 

sufficient pro-
tection, em-

ployers must 
provide per-

sonal protec-

tive equipment to their workers and 

ensure its proper use. Employers 
are also required to train each 

worker required to use personal 
protective equipment to know: 

 When it is necessary 

 What kind is necessary 

 How to properly put it on, ad-

just, wear and take it off 

 The limitations of the equip-

ment 

 Proper care, maintenance, use-

ful life, and disposal of the 

equipment. 

 

The Christmas and New 

Year celebrations are nearly 

upon us for 2014. Please 

have a safe, healthy and 

joyous Season! 


